

















































































































































































































































































































LETTER

the benefits, There is also religious dualism. in which
peopie (the same people)l may believe in saome form ol
monotheism whilst gt the same Lime practising animislic
ar polytheistic rites. Bul let us returm to the cconomic
calegory lest we become too entangled in possibilities.

Prof. Davies says:

“the South Alrican social formation thal emerged during
the period of colonialism and scgregation was seen as one
in which a dominanl capitalist mode of production {CMP),
originally emerging in the mining sector, articulated with
and subordinated “pre-capitalist modes of production” in
the “reserve” areas. More specifically, the migrant labour
system, on which accumulation {of wealth) in the CMP
was based, was predicated on a pattern of articulation
that placed sufficient pressurce on household production
in the “reserves” to oblige men 1o seck unskilled low paid
wage labour employment.”

In other words, the capitalist forms of production as
in the mining of diamonds and gold nceded unskilled
labour, which the black people were compeiled to provide
in order lo pay the taxes and other needs. So they left the
rural arcas 1o go to lhe cities under the migrant faws,

Davies does not say whatl the “pre-capitalisl modes of
preduction” were, hut clearly they were farming, with
livestock and agriculture. He bases his argument on the
waork in the 1970s of “Harold Wolpe and others”, But
[ seem to detect a strong tendency Lo force lhe facls
of the situation, as described above, 1o fit the theories,
concepts and language of communism. Maybe this can
be accepted, but one asks: which of the factors of slavery,
colonisation and apartheid were involved in this transfer
of pre-capitalist forms of production to the capitalist?
Not slavery, because the African people recruited by the
capitalist minc bosses were not slaves. Noar apartheid
which, in its legal form, did not come until the mid-
1900s. A case could be made with regard to colonialism,
although i1 could also be claimed that the real colonialists
were the Dulch, starting in the 171lh century, and not the
English miners, who started in the 19th century.

In explaining how dualism in the South African political
2congmy came about, Davies slates that he found
Wolpe's analyses and theory of “articulation of modes of
sroduction” to be most convincing. Again, there scems
1lhing new in whatl Davies atiributes to Wolpe. We are
rack at Karl Marx, Engels and elementary communist
Aicory. Not Lthal Lhere is anything wrong with that in
espect of theories of procduction - [ mean , nolhing

corist basing his theories on the work of
allers. surely, is whether those theories

for reasans as trowhy Lthings came to be
wld we not bhe entilled 1o ook al some
sses and lacls? Should we not look al the
avoid he word clash) of cultures? The
ch, English, Germans, French and other)

=

came Lo the Cape, settled in order to salisly their need Tor
provisions, were displaced by the British in lime in order
to protect their trade routes mainly. The British attempted
to establish some form of permancency, discarded Lhis,
then repeated it when gold was discovered. The black
Africans, at first not thal opposced o the infillrating
Europeans, in time el victim to their laws, and there is
no question ut that they suffered ceconomic deprivalion,
among aother things,

Time passes, and in 1994 majority rule is effected, and
black Africans lake over government. Bul note, they lake
over the instilutions of {(Weslern) government lock, slock
and barrel. This includes parliament, a multi-party system,
cleclions. ways of passing laws, as well 45 a great number
of already existing laws. And they take over “democracy”,
and they take over capitalism! President Mbeki says that
his party is the party of the Lell. Bul what is lelt of the Left?
When leflists are co-opted by the same mining houses and
industrialists, financial and academic institutions that they
inherited, albeit {maybe) with some minor changes, arc
they still “Left”? When former Labour Union leaders and
[ormer Robben Island political prisoners, and former MPs
who were leaders of the Left are absorbked inlo Lhe system.
under Lhe guise of black empowerment, and become
instant million- and billionaires, are we, the people who
in apartheid days were called dice agtergeblewenes (Lhose
who were left behind), not enlitled to say: “Hey, we're slill
being leflt behind!”

To some extent it may be conceded thal Marxisl Lheory
and the "articulation of modes of production” of Wolpe
and Davies could provide a theorelical framewaork for
the historical changes in South Alrican economics and
politics. But then. if Davies is proposing this framework
as one for the continuing develepment of the country {and
it is not certain that he is), we should evaluale it. How.
in the light of Lhis theory, does Davies explain the rapid
rise of the black managerial class? More importantly,
how does he predict that this will go? How long will the
impoverished black masses (or omit the waord black if vou
insist on being non-racist) be satisfied or prepared Lo sing
Halleluja! when they see that another hlack brother has
made yet another killing on the stock exchange? In the
light of what is happening, are we still to believe that we
are being led to the classless society?

No. Economic and political dualisms are realities. In
the past, before 1994, cconomic dualism (the rich and
the poor) ran concurrently with political dualism {the
politically empowered and Lhe politically disempeowered).
We were led to believe that political emposwerment would
lead to economic empowcermoent, Is this happening? As |
write, newspaper headlines tell of 15 000 peopie in Cape
Town being homeless due o floods. Many of these people
were hrought to the Cape so thal they could vote a new
qgovernment into power. That was more than 10 years
ago. Today their shacks are knee-deep in water. But they
do have the consolation that some of their brothers have
struck it rich.
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